oe 


SEP 87 | UK 50p 


NEW FORMAT 


SUGGESTED 
_|FOR MATURE 
READERS 


OUTSIDERS #23: 

The People’s Heroes arrive on 
America’s shores. Can they save New York 
from destruction before the Outsiders do? 
By Mike W. Barr, Dovid Ross and Bob 
Smith. 


VIGILANTE #45: 

Sgt. Bullock meets Harry Stein as 
the Vigilante finally gets captured! A 
must-read from Paul Kupperberg, Tod 
Smith and Rick Burchett. 


ELECTRIC WARRIOR #17: 

At last! The confrontation with the 
invading Terrans and the true secret of 
the Electric Warrior's past is revealed! 
From Doug Moench, Jim Baikie and 
Dennis Janke. 


LEGION OF SUPER-HEROES 
#38: 
In this conclusion to the four-part Su- 
perboy crossover, learn why Superboy is 
“the greatest hero of all." By Paul Levitz, 
Greg LaRocque and Mike DeCarlo with a 
Steve Lightle cover. 


LORDS OF THE ULTRA-REALM 

SPECIAL #1: 
Following the recreation of the Ultra- 
Realm by the New Overlord, twin sons 
are born of a union between Love and 
Hate . . . with shocking repercussions on 
Earth! By Doug Moench, Pat Broderick 
and Dick Giordano. 


DR. FATE #3: 

While the Anti-Fates spread chaos 
everywhere, young Eric Strauss becomes 
the new Dr. Fate! Guest-starring the 
Justice League and the Phantom 
Stranger. By Marc DeMatteis, Keith Giffen 
‘ond Dave Hunt. 


NEW TEEN TITANS #35: 

The team is together again but 
can they now withstand a new and unseen 
menace? By Marv Wolfman, Ed Barreto 
and Romeo Tanghal. 


SHADOW #2: 

Inspector Cardona launches a one- 
man war on The Shadow and his agents! 
By Andrew Helfer and Bill Sienkiewicz, 
with a painted Sienkiewicz cover. 


WATCHMEN #12: 

Thirty-two pages of story conclude 
this blockbuster series as you'll finally get 
the answer to “Who Watches the Watch- 
men?" An instant classic from Alan Moore 
and Dave Gibbons. 


QUESTION #8: 

It's justice vs. law and order as 
The Question tries to halt the Mikado 
Will the punishment fit the crime? From 
Denny O'Neil, Denys Cowan and Rick 
Magyar. 


SILVERBLADE #1: 

In this premiere issue of a 12-part 
series, retired movie star Jonathan Lord 
acquires the power to become anyone 
he’s ever played on film. By Cary Bates, 
Gene Colan and Klaus Janson with a free 
poster insert! 


INFINITY, INC. #42: 

Fury quits—to seek the father of 
her unborn child. But Dr. Hastor’s got 
him now! From Roy and Dann Thomas, 
Vince Argondezzi, Tony DeZuniga and 
Al Vey. 


Y 


Every once in a while I get reminded 
what a great job this is. 

Today, I’m sitting on the Metro North 
on my way to work. I’m surrounded by 
executive types, dressed more or less 
like me, on their way to work. They all 
have their briefcases, just like me, and 
they all reach into them for something to 
keep them busy while they’re waiting for 
the train to pull into Grand Central. 
Some of them have The Wall Street Jour- 
nal or Advertising Age or Business Week. 
Me, I've got SUPERMAN, BATMAN and 
JUSTICE LEAGUE. 

You can tell that I've long outgrown 
any kind of embarrassment at reading 
comic books in public. Not everybody 
has, though. This year, we're going to 
change that. 

Slowly but surely, that change has 
already begun. Comic books are becom- 
ing comic books, squareback, lavishly 
produced, full-color, well, books. Encour- 
aged by your reaction to THE DARK 
KNIGHT, we're bringing forth a number 
of new projects that will be as lush and 
as well-produced as we can make them. 
They'll be published in the same format 
as THE DARK KNIGHT and THE HIS- 
TORY OF THE DC UNIVERSE. We've 
come to call that our “Prestige Format,” 
and we take those quoted words pretty 
seriously. After all, we don’t want you to 
be embarrassed to be seen reading com- 
ics on the train! 

You've probably seen the ads already 
for Green Arrow’s new outing, THE 
LONGBOW HUNTERS, written, pen- 
cilled and inked by Mike Grell. The 
drawings have been transformed into 
full-color paintings by illustrator Julia 
Lacquement. Seeing the drawings re- 
produced for this new format is really a 
visual delight, but trust me when I say 
that isn’t the only reason THE LONG- 
BOW HUNTERS merits this special 
treatment. It’s also the story. 

Grell depicts Green Arrow at a pivotal 
point in his life, a time when he has to 
make a lot of important decisions about 
his career and his relationship with 
Black Canary. Weighty stuff, and not at 
all what you’d imagine in a “comic” 
book. 

What the ads don’t mention is that 
the three-issue Prestige Format series 
will lead into—after 47 years—a reg- 
ular monthly series for Green Arrow that 
Mike will continue to script. We hope 
Mike will be guiding the Archer's bow for 
a long time to come! 

Ifyou picked up our HISTORY OF THE 
DC UNIVERSE PORTFOLIO, you proba- 
bly scratched your head a little bit over 
one of the plates, the John Byrne one 
specifically. All will be revealed later this 
year in a Prestige Format book he’s 


IMIEAN WHILE. 
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doing called FREAKS. John will, of 
course, be writing and drawing that. As 
for the back story, well, you've got to let 
me keep some secrets! After all, I have to 
write a lot of these columns over the 
course of a year! 

One Prestige project that I can talk 
about is BLACKHAWK, by none other 
than Howard Chaykin. The series is due 
out towards the end of the year, and he'll 
be handling both the writing and the art 
for three volumes, with full color from 
Steve Oliff. Howard promises that it’ll be 
a BLACKHAWK like you've never seen 
before. Howard promises you'll see 
World War Two depicted as you never 
have before. Howard tends to make a lot 
of big promises, but if you've been avidly 
following any of his current work, you'll 
know he makes good on all those 
promises! 

Why not introduce Superman to DC’s 
Prestige Format line of comics? I dunno, 
why not? During the fall, we’re releas- 
ing a SUPERMAN one-shot, written by 
John Byrne and drawn by ... Curt 
Swan! This milestone in the Man of 
Steel's life will unite two generations of 
Superman artists. What's in store for 
the last son of Krypton? Right now, only 
editor Denny O’Neil knows, and he’s 
keeping the details mum. 

Maybe once or twice we've leaked out 
an item or two concerning “The Killing 
Joke,” a Prestige Format novel that pits 
the Batman against the Joker, written by 
Alan Moore and drawn by Brian Bolland. 
We have half the book in the house 
already and, as if I had to tell you, it’s 
beautiful. I can’t wait to see it in print. 
Actually, I can’t even wait to read the 
second half! You'll have to endure the 
suspense a little longer, because we're 
releasing it next year. 

That may sound a bit far off, but our 
plans for this format are /ong-range. We 
want the work that appears in this series 
to be as good as it possibly can be. That's 
why I said we take that “Prestige For- 
mat” label seriously. 

In turn, that means that more people 
will be taking comic books seriously. 

Toward that end, by the way, Warner 
Books will be doing trade collections of 
some of our best and most popular se- 
ries, among them RONIN, WATCHMEN, 
and SWAMP THING. They'll be following 


our wildly successful DARK KNIGHT col- 


lection into the bookstores. 

And just wait until you see THE 
GREATEST SUPERMAN STORIES EVER 
TOLD! 

At this rate, I may have to give up 
reading comics on the commuter train 
and switch to The New York Times Book 
Review . . .just to keep up on how we're 
doing! 
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THE CLOUDY PANES 
OF WATER SHATTER 
QUIETLY, AND SINALE 
BURD-NOTES SWIM AWAY 
WRONG HTH THE EEE 7 
Wi MUPALED UPEN 1S PAE, 

SOUNOTRACK OF THE 

WHERHOS. THE WATER WRITHES. 


BETWEEN THE TREES HE WAS PERHGES 
CONCENED BENEATH HE PRLSES, 
SQUINTING UP CllT BY A JET PLANE S 
WING JHE SKY MMOANS FOR A WHILE 
AND JHEN GCES BACK JO. SLEEP. 


LA BOSTRIE 
SIGHS; APTUSTS 
His li aes 
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| OUTSIDE THE VILLAGE, YOUNG BREATHLESS , 17 FINDS A TREETOP RES/GNED, TOO JIRED TO FLY 

| MEN PRACTICE THE PURSUIT WHILE BELOW THE (VOB CONVERGE AWAY, THE BIRO SITS VIATCHING 

| OF A REO ROOSTER, READY GPON 17S. PERCH. AS THE SHOUTING BOXS RUSE UP 
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Sf LABOSTRYE WONDERS , 

LM ZOSSED HIGH ABE i CAN THIS WAY OF LIFE 

THE STRUGGLING i! 


CBSCURELY VELAIVCHOLY, 
GENE LABOSTRIE LEAVES 
THE SLOW ECCENTRIC 
TIDE FO LULL AND PPRIEY 
HS TETHERED SKIP 


OWMTGIDE, A WHITE 006 
BARKS BARKS BARKS /N7O 
AN EWPTY STREET, THROUGH 
AA GRAY FULL OF COOKING 
STEAM A LOVELY WOMAN 
SCOWLS AND TURNS AWAY, 


WW | 
(7 (8 AS IP THE SPIRIT HAS 
DEPARTED FROIN THES LAND, 


THE CHULDREN CRY AND GIVE NO 
EXPLANATION. PREMATURELY AGED BY 
SPAMISH MOSS THE TREES STAND 
SULKING, WAITING FOR A WORD OF 
RECONCILIATION NO ONE CAN PRONOUNCE. 


EACH DAYS SUN SEEMS LESS WILLING 7D 
EEGIN [75 LABORED, STRUEGLING ASCENT 
TOWARDS THE SHADELESS PINNACLES OF 
NOW, LESS EAGER 70 DRIVE BACK THE EBB - 
TILE MIGHT ACROSS THE SWAMRS AND TURN 
THEIR (HIRROR-RIBEONED STREAMS JO CHROME. 


WHERE HAD JHEY GONE, 

THOSE PINE ACCORDIAN 

AFTERNOONS ; THOSE CRAW- 7 

AKSH- BAITING MIGHIS ? . - WERE THEY SNATCHED Ui? BON 
STRUGGLING ALOFT BETWEEN A 
HERONS TOES, OR iP THEY 
ELT AWAY FOREVER, GONE 


1F CABOSTRIE COUD RISE 
ABOVE THE PLANET AND LOOK y 4 Syecineee 
lh I SWEETNESS FELT 
DOWN, WALD HE SEE THIS | SOLNAPPRECIATED 
AFFLICTION REACHING EVERY- ’ 8Y 7208 WORLD 
THAT THEY'D WiTH- 
DRAWN ENTIRELY eZ 
FROM OR LIVES? 


ANTS 


AIOW CAN WE (NAKE AMENDS? OUR LOVE, CUR HEARKS. THE 
WHAT (NUST WE DO BEFORE FATE, { MERIING IN OUR LIVES. LIFES 
GLANCING DOWN, TAKES PITY 

AND DECIDES 70 THROW US BACK 

THE THINGS WE'VE LOST? 
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TATIANA Woop: colorist 
JOHN COSTANZA: /6/72rEr 


/ I NEVER AEZ7 THIS HAPPY, NOT \ | 
IN MY WHOLE Z/4E.7 I...T'M 
ALMOST GLAD I £287 You, 

JUST 10 GET YOU BACK. 


YEAH. ISN'T IT 

A Lovely DAY? 
THIS IS THE FIRST 
WEEK OF y 


BUT _WHAT...a0OAAH! 
ESS EARTHY 
adenine PROBABLY fe HAHAHAMAHA S 
GET NOTIFIED 27857 UST... —GiRUleTURAL, 
ABOUT THINGS LIKE 


GEE. LOOK AT THE 
RIVER, WITH ALL THAT 
AUST, TOO BAD WE 

DON'T HAVE A 84 


THE LICHENS... OF (NY FLATTENED SHOMDERS.... 
(NORE WARNING... THAN THE MALE -AWAKENED SUV. WE 
QRET...1N AN INTUMATE... ELOQUENT SILENCE... 
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THE HEAT OF HER BREASTS. ..OF HER COINS... SINKS 
THOUS 


WHY DIDN'T REVEAL... 
Bl WHAT ID DONE PCY 


CORROCED TIN CANS FREE-P4LL 


I | Rowwo MY FEET. AS T WALK ON... 


(NTO THE SUFTING GLOOM... 


YET DANGEROUS... LIKE A SUPRESSED ANIUEPD., 


2 cand GOT Wei A 


A 


22. AND WHY STOP THERE? WHY Wer 

REBUILD THE PORESIS.,, OF THE AUNAIONL., 

LESS GREEN NOW... THAN AN AVERAGE 
SCBURBIA,.. AND SHRINKING BY THE DAY? ‘ai 


THE CONCEPT, , WRITHES 
ONCOMPORTABLY.. WITHIN MY 


MIND STL REELING... BELLY SATED WTA) ‘eB 
CXUEARATION... 2 LET [HE ENTIRE SUBIECT t 


EY! THAT WAS GREAT“ 
YOU LOOKED LIKE LOY 
H ROGERS... 


BOL... WATCHING 17 PALL AWAY BENEATH VE. 
GOING BACK JO THRLST a 


AND I LIKED ZAY6GE@, TOO, 
Ean WE APOPT ONE LIKE 


LAST TIME WE HAD 
E-44 


AN GROMP 
MEETING AT HIS 
PLACE IN B47QV 


SOMETIMES T THINK FOR US 
TO REALLY HELP THE 


AYSHT. (T'S OUR PLANET, WE 
CAN SAVE IT, IF WE 727 
HARD ENOUGH, 


SO MLEA CONVEYED... 
SOLMTRE SHC... 
z Ee, 
rs } f Ca) 
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US GONE... AND JUNE QUISIDE OF 


«NO HAVING... = WHEN WITH THE PARLIAMENT OF TREES... 
LOWED... SHE Me = 7 DOWN BY THE SLOW GREEN TEFES 
; SOURCE... 2 GLIMPSED VWITHIN THENR 
MINDS 4 DYNASTY... SPANNING THE 
... REACHING BACK TO TIMES 


BEFORE MAN) 


IN THE PRE-CANUIERIAN,,. WHEN fe 
At THE WORLD WAS WEEDS... eee TS nue tie 
ANC NOTHING CKBWEL... OR aoe OF, ONO 
SWAMN...OR FLEW... THE eee a. THERE. : 
a nd poe ingle FOR ANY OTHER POM OF LIFE. 
NON-VIAENT EX...'Tl THE pk yuial gh te 
On A - LENE POR THEIR OW... AND 
1 AND ALL LIFES FLED... re ae 


aa = 
INSTEAD... THEY CET THE FYE —- , 
GLIDE (NV... UPON THE WiLb, 3 
SILURIAN FIDE... ANO TOOK THEIR 
FORMS... ANDO PLAYED WITH es 
YET NEVER MADE 72S WORLD 
RED, CARNAL 


--- BUT LAM NOL. AND WHILE 
SHE SLEEPS..,I LIE AWAKE. 


THE REST WERE BURNED WITH 
ALEC PELLANE... ON MIE T 
WE DIED... THE NIGHT HIS COZY, 
REASSURING WORLD EROPTED... 
BLOSSQMNED (NTO AN ENORINOCS 
ROSE OF PURGING FIRE... 


BLAZED LIKE LIFE [RSELF.,, SPUTTERED... 
ANP FINALLY WENT OUT, 


THE SWAMP DEVOLIRED MIM... THROUGH A 
THOLKSAWVE (HOLITMS OF RUSSET 85 
REDUCED HIN 70 A CARCASS... ALGAE 
SPATITERED... PITIFUL... PICKED CLEAN... YET 
THOSE WRETCHED LEFTOVERS... TAERE 
CAME A WEOGLAND 60D... SUG AS THERE 
AO AT COMER THES... ON COLNVILESS 
PREWOLS OCCASIONS... WITH EVENTS 
SOUMARLY CONTRIVED... 


--. ENOING WITH ROASTED 
MEN... AT REST UPON A /®, 
RIVER BED... = : a — ke: 2S c 
i SS WN iN 


OH 4/7 LIKE YP AACE IT, THEY DON'T 
OVER BUILD DREAM HOMES 


VER THERE, 
MAYBE? OUT IN NEIGHBORHOODS 
LIKE 7AUS 


“BUT... AlL JIUIS STA THATS 
COMING UF, WHAT S...7 


UH, LISTEN, I 
Be/ = BROUGHT SOMEBODY 


HEY. HEY, GOOD TO SEE YOU. Y'KNOW, 
YOU TWO BEING BACK TOGETHER , 
IT'S A REAL 2... 


YES. YES 
IT IS...AND I'M 
AFRAID IT'S A TRIP 
WE MIGHT NOT BE 
BACK FROM FOR 


SOME JHHE. : 
‘ ES | 


CHESTER, LOOK, T 
AWOW THIS COMES AT 


FOR A WHILE. WE'RE GOING 
TO LIVE IN THE SHAMS. 


SORRY? 1, 
TARE YOU cAMEY THAT'S THE BEST 2 W YEAH... STOPPED By 10 SEE IF SHE 
COULD USE 


THING I'VE HEARD ALL 4R/ A WALK 
HELL , THATS THE y OH 6D, AND SHE SAID “X64.” 4 
BEST THING T’VE HEARD i te HEY 2/2,’ ABBY 
THIS CARNATION . yes AND THE SWAMP 


GP OUT INTHE — 
SWAP/ 


OH , £72, T'M SORRY, WH, WELL, LISTEN, 
WHAT WAS I ANKE I DUNNO, BUT. 
OF? I JUST GOT CAUGHT 
@ \N THE IDEA, AND... WELL, MAYBE I COULD HELP 
OW7, I, T COULD CALL ON LIZ 
LIZ, RARGIVE ME. I WAV ee 
LEAVE YOU ALONE, I he et 
PROWISE. 


WELL, MOVE IN, IF UH, 
IF LIZ WANTED METO, 


THAT IS. 


BUT... I MEAN, 
ARE YOU SURE 7 


ANO THERE'S PLENTY OF PEOPLE TO 

HANOLE IT. TWO MORE JOINED 

72DAY, YOU REMEMBER THAT 

(HOWROE GUY I MET AT THE 

HOSPITAL 7 HE'S CHE, AND 

SOME WOMAN FROM AEW 
ORLEANS, 


ENVIRONMENTS 
SAFE WITH &S. 


ALEC ACKLAWO? 
1 KEWEMEBER... 


OH, IT'S SO 
GOOD 10 S6E 


I AM SURE... 
THAT WITH YOUR 
YOU 


YOUR BOOK...WAS 
GCOP, PERHAPS... 
YOU'LL WRITE... 
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GOODBYE, CHESTER, Y ... AND YOU LOOK we.) LISTEN, YOU TAKE I JUSTWANTED 
YOU CAN COME AND ! AFTER 2/7, T MEAN CARE, AND LISTEN... ~~ YOU TO KWOW THAT. / 
I 4 REALLY 100K WHEN 7 WAS ALONE, on 
AND 22¢/ WERE ALONE, 


AFTER HER, / 
OKAY 7 COs IT WASN'T JUST ME 
—— - HELPING X04, OKAY? _4 


YEAH . YEAH, 
GOODBYE... 


UH... HELLO? 


PARLOUR-VOOZE 
PHOTOGRAPHER. 


SEE? CAMERA. 
CA-NMER-KA. 


GENE LABOSTRIE 
SMILES , SPREADS 
HS HANES (VV 
WUMED APOLOSY, 
THEN SHOVES HIS 
CRAFT OUT CW 
HER FIRST SLOW, 


GATHERING SPEED, 
HEARING JHE SMALL 
MAN'S FROWSES 
OF NQWEY GROWING 
SQUEAKIER AND 
FAINTER AS HE 


ay 


a % ’ 
cata Aarne eho 
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- GOD, COME GFF IT, 
I KWOW YOU SPEAK 
BETTER ENGLISH 
THAN 7A“8.7 


LOOK, THERE'S 
EUS HQWEY |N THIS 
STORY, OKAY? PLENTY 
BIG MONEY FOR 207, 
PLENTY BIG MONEY 
FOR ME/ 
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Exzits: Blimple: 
Pimples so embarrassing A pimple so big it feels like 
you want to leave the party. it covers your entire face. 


“Tittles” are new words for the same old Next question: How clean can you get your skin? 
bummers—acne pimples. What can you do about You know all those little embedded blackheads that 
them? Launch a major Zitskrieg with the unbeatable _like to call your nose home? Oxy Clean® softens 
medicine in Oxy 10° Oxy 10° Cover, Oxy 5° and them up—helps send them floating down the drain. 
Oxy 10° Wash. They all contain a potent measure of | Oxy Clean Medicated Pads, Cleanser, Soap and 
benzoyl peroxide, the very stuff that brought acne Scrub lift away dirt and oil so well you can actually 


medicine out of the Dark Ages. prevent new pimples from starting in the first place. 
In fact, when it comes to actually killing acne So, before your pimples turn into Blimples, get - 

bacteria, there’s absolutely nothing stronger Oxy and get your face ready to face 

you can buy without a prescription. Soe : the world. 


so wl 


Because zits are no laughing matter. 
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Dear Karen, 

| know that Stephen Bissette could 
draw incredibly well; but who could 
have imagined that this talented man 
could write so eloquently, even if some 
fans turn in their tickets because only 
the stand-in is playing tonight. 

“Reunion” was a wonderful dissec- 
tion of three minds: Abby, Arcane, and 
Gregori. Abby has so much love to give, 
and it was wonderful that she was able 
to pierce the veil of the Patchwork’s Man 
hideous appearance and see the father 
who meant so much to her. 

Arcane is so thoroughly evil that | feel 
sick just looking at him. He must be the 
most insidious, hateful, pathetic villain 
in comics. Strange how two brothers; 
both monstrous in appearance, could 
have such completely opposite souls. 

| hope that the loss of her father, 
coupled with the loss of Alec will not be 
too much for Abby’s mind to handle. 
She's a strong woman, and | definitely 
don't want to see her in the same state 
as Liz Tremayne. 

Fred L. DeBoom 

9372 Tidewater Circle 

Huntington Beach, CA 

Abby's emotional resiliency is quite 

amazing, Fred. She's been through an 

inordinate amount of tragedy and loss in 

her life, yet she always comes through it 

all. Abby's a real strong person, and we 
don't doubt her stability one whit. 
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Dear Karen, 

“Reunion” in SWAMP THING #59 
was a very good story, despite Alan 
Moore's absence as a writer this time 
around. Stephen Bissette has always 
been a very fine artist, as his often bril- 
liant work with John Totleben on this 
title has so amply shown in the past, but 
| have to admit that he shows a surpris- 
ing amount of skill behind the type- 
writer as well, (if his writing here is any 
indication). His handling of Abby, 
Chester, and especially Abby's father 
and Gator were all very true to the style 
and sense of detail that have become 
the hallmark of this fine, fine series. | 
read the original Len Wein/Berni 
Wrightson issue of the original SWAMP 
THING series that featured the Patch- 
work Man, and | never would have 
thought that anyone could build a 
memorable story around a character so 
totally undistinguished. So, I’m doubly 
impressed with this current issue. Add 
to all this the fact that Swampy himself 
appears nowhere in this issue, and it’s 


still good, then you've got one hell of a 
story. 

The opening prologue of this issue 
was especially good. Arcane caused so 
much misery for Abby, Swampy, and her 
father in the past that I'm afraid | can’t 
deny feeling a kind of sick satisfaction at 
seeing him get every bit of misery that’s 
due to him. The scenes between him 
and the demon on pages 1, 2 and 23 
were both scary and visually striking. 
Veitch and Alcala are really becoming a 
team to be reckoned with. Their panel 
layouts are both easy to comprehend 
and imaginative, and their attention to 
detail is very welcome in a medium that 
has many people who draw well, but 
very true artists. Aided by Tatjana 
Wood's coloring expertise, they (along 
with Alan Moore, of course) have the 
potential to take SWAMP THING toeven 
higher levels of excellence. 

Now, back to “Reunion”: In the past, 
this title has utilized many vital issues of 
our time in its story lines, ranging from 
the dumping of dangerous toxic wastes 
and racism to man’s mistreatment of 
women and gun control. I'm really glad 
that you've finally gotten around to an 
issue that’s always been particularly 
disturbing to me, namely the terrible 
treatment that the elderly often get in 
so-called retirement homes. | remem- 
ber the various “Specials” I've seen on 
television over the past few years that 
detailed the many horrible things that go 
on in some such places, particularly 
those funded by the state, and | shudder 
when | think of the abuse and neglect 
suffered by those poor people. This 
might seem a little too personal, but 
have any of Mr. Bissette’s relatives gone 
through something similar? He seemed 
to be writing that aspect of this story 
right from the heart. Leastways, #59 
was a fine issue and more than made up 
for the previous two issues, which | 
thought were somewhat disappointing. 
My only complaint is having to wait a 
whole month for SWAMP THING #60. 

Sincerely, 

John Andrew Lay 

Romulus, MI 

We think Steve did a real solid job writ- 

ing “Reunion,” too, John. This was 

actually his first full-length comic book 

story, following in the tradition of none 

other than our Alan, whose first Swam- 

py script, “Loose Ends” in issue #20, 
was his first 23 page story ever. 


neeee 
Dear Swampies, 

Issue #59 was okay artistically, but | 
do have a complaint that you took a 
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character whose usefulness hadn’t 
ended yet (and was a fan favorite as 
well) and gave him the arbitrary heave- 
ho. The Patchwork Man had many good 
years left to him. You gave us a logical 
reason why he should die. The operation 
that conceived him was peculiar, hasty, 
and dangerous—and there’s no real 
reason why the efforts of such clumsy 
doctors should be strongly bonded 
enough to be permanent. Like ordinary 
plastic surgery, one day he should start 
to “sag,” fall apart, need replenishing 
that isn’t there. But you could have done 
more with him than without him. You 
made the wrong decision. 

Throw Gator to the gators. What a dis- 
gusting little worm. And congrats for the 
character of Townclock. Somebody 
obviously has a soft spot for the 
Wein/Wrightson story about the Swiss 
clockwork city in Swampy’‘s original run. 
A distant relation, perhaps? 

A good issue, but the strip lost an im- 
portant part of its history this month. 
Shame. 

Charles D. Brown 
39 Stockton Street 
Brentwood, NY 11717 
You definitely pose a good argument, 
Charles, about bringing back the Patch- 
work Man after all this time, and then 
killing him off. | shared many of the 
same sentiments as you when Steve 
and Alan first posed the idea to me a 
couple of years back. But, the emotional 
intensity of the story in the present con- 
tinuity of the series was so overpower- 
ing, that I finally said, “go for it’ —and 
was glad | did. You see, the Patchwork 
Man’‘s head was never found, so who 
knows what that could eventually lead 
to... 
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NEXT MONTH: Double doses of SWAMP 
THING! In our regular title, Swampy and 
Abby's peaceful living is upset by a very 
unlikely party, and two weeks later in 
our third ANNUAL, Swampy encoun- 
ters a host of “Distant Cousins.” Please 
join me in warmly welcoming Rick 
Veitch, making his official debut as our 
brand new writer next month, while 
continuing on as the series’ penciller. 
Rick’s got the wild imagination, sensi- 
tivity and talent that befits this book (not 
to mention being a hell of a great guy), 
and we know that you'll all make him 
feel right at home. 

But before we go, we've got a couple 
of farewells in order. As most of you 
already know, this issue marks Alan’s 
last. | knew it was coming for about two 


years (that’s how far ahead Alan 
plotted), but you never really feel it, until 
the time has come. 

The first time | ever heard of Alan 
Moore’s work, | actually heard it. Back in 
the old days when life was simpler and 
deadlines were seemingly fewer and 
farther between, Alan had written his 
first few issues of SWAMP THING way 
ahead of schedule. Len Wein, the book's 
editor back then, was so taken by Alan‘s 
wordsmithing that he used to walk 
around the office reciting with gusto and 
passion (depending on the particular 
prose) his favorite parts of Alan’s 
scripts. The first time Len read ‘The 
rains have stopped. Clouds like plugs of 
bloodied cotton wool dab ineffectually at 
the slashed wrists of the sky.’ (from 
“Swamped,” issue #22)—I was floored 
by the power of the writing. Now | knew 
why Len would get so excited and drop 
everything every time one of those 
funny, thin brown envelopes came in 
from England. Little did / know that |, too, 
a few months later, would be zealously 
combing my morning mail for the sight 
of an Alan Moore package. 

But, it took a long time for the comic 
book world to react with the same kind 
of fervor. Word about Alan’s writing had 
started to get around about the time of 
the Arcane trilogy and the second 
Annual, but it wasn’t until the “Rite of 
Spring,” that the book's sales rose sig- 
nificantly. And after that, as they say, 
the rest is history. 

Probably the best thing that Alan did 
for the SWAMP THING series and for 
the comic book field in general was to 
increase people's awareness of the 
writer’s contribution. With a few excep- 
tions, no other writer in the history of 
comics has generated the attention and 
respect that Alan has. In a visually- 
oriented industry that has always been 
dominated by its graphics, that’s a con- 
siderable achievement. So, perhaps the 
next time an unknown writer takes on 
an unpopular series in an unpopular 
genre, people may be more likely to take 
notice and remember—that it all starts 
with the word. 

I've learned a lot from Alan in the 
three years that I’ve known him. He's 
one of the best there is—as a writer, a 
professional, and a friend. And even 
though he won't be writing SWAMP 
THING any more, he’s infused it with 
enough of his own spirit, that he‘ll 
always be a special part of this book. 

‘Bye, Alan. We'll miss you.—Karen 
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(OPEN. SPOTLIGHT ON EMPTY 
STAGE. HUSHED AUDITORIUM. OPEN- 
ING BARS OF “MY WAY”) 

..And now...the end is near...and 
now | face...the final curtain... 

(MUSIC DROPS TO BACKGROUND. 
STEPS FORWARD TO ADDRESS 
AUDIENCE:) 

I'd like you all to know just how much 
fun I've had from this book, and how 
much working on it has taught me. 
Whatever | do from here, I’m positive 
beyond any shadow of a doubt that the 
things I've learned from SWAMP THING 


will remain a very central part of my 
work as it hopefully continues to evolve. 

(MUSIC SWELLS. BRIEFLY RECOM- 
MENCES SONG:) 

My friends...I'll say it clear...I'll state 
my case...of which I’m certain... 

(MUSIC DROPS. LOOSENS TIE, TIPS 
HAT BACK ON HEAD AND SLINGS 
RAINCOAT CASUALLY OVER LEFT 
SHOULDER. RESUMES CONVERSA- 
TIONAL TONE:) 

But seriously, the largest part of the 
fun I've had has come from the people 
that I've been lucky enough to work 
with. | can’t recall a single issue during 
the past forty-odd where the artist or 
artists concerned haven't given this 
book their very best shot, often with 
spectacular consequences that stunned 
me, and, | suspect, sometimes stunned 
them. That goes for the many capable 
fill-in artists such as Shawn McManus, 
Ron Randall, Stan Woch, Tom Man- 
drake and Tom Yeates as much as it 
goes for the more permanent artists, 
with whom I've had the pleasure of 
working more closely, such as Steve and 
John, or Rick and Alfredo. 

But obviously, it isn’t just the artists. 
Ever since | started this book I've wished 
| had the opportunity to publicly give 
thanks for the splendid work above and 
beyond the call of duty that both Tatjana 
Wood and John Costanza have put in, 
and I'd like to redress that here. Tat- 
jana’s colors have taken this book 
through every conceivable season and 
environment, through the realms of the 
spiritual and the psychedelic, all 
rendered with a flair and imagination 
that goes several light years beyond 
merely keeping within the lines. even if 
there were lines to keep within, which, 
thanks to the fine line style of most of 
the book's inkers, there usually isn't. 
John Costanza, too, deserves praise as 
one of the truly classic comic book 
letterers. In a wordy book with an occa- 
sionally obscure vocabulary, John has 
always kept things to the crystal-clear 
standard of excellence that's his hall- 
mark, and in a book as dependent upon 
subtleties of language as SWAMP 
THING, that counts for a great deal. 

I'd like to thank Len Wein and Berni 
Wrightson for making the whole 
business possible in the first place, with 
particular thanks to Len for the 
astonishing and quite unearned 
freedom which he gave me during his. 
editorial reign over my first crucial 
issues on the title. 

Speaking of editors, last but by no 
means least, | should thank Karen 
Berger. | can’t remember working with 
an editor who's been more supportive, 
appreciative or just more downright nice 
than Karen. She backed us on “Love & 
Death” in issue 29, “The Curse” in 
issue 40, and all the other places that it 
really counted, and it would have beena 
poorer book without her. 

People who weren't creatively in- 
volved in the book but who also deserve 
a warm round of applause for their 
courage and support include Dick Gior- 
dano, Jenette Kahn and everybody else 
at DC whose enthusiasm for this title 
has never flagged and who've had the 


courage to indulge even my wildest 
whims without batting an eyelid. 

And of course, I'd like to thank you 
people reading this as well. You've 
taken some pretty strange stuff from me 
over the years and have swallowed it 
without complaint or unnecessary gag- 
ging, and | wouldn't want anybody out 
there to think | don’t take that very 
seriously, or that I'm not very grateful. In 
the immortal words of Elephant Man 
John Merrick “Effrybhody’s been vhewy 
kind...” 

(MUSIC SWELLS UP. RESUMES 
SONG:) 

I've lived...a life that’s full...I've 
wandered each...and every highway... 

(STREAMERS AND ARTIFICIAL 
SNOW START TO REIN FROM 
RAFTERS. BEGINS TO WAVE AND 
BLOW KISSES AT AUDIENCE AS 
MUSIC BUILDS TRIUMPHANTLY TO A 
CLIMAX. CHORUS GIRLS AND A 
SMUDGE-FACED CHOIR OF ORPHAN 
BEGGAR-CHILDREN ENTER FROM 
WINGS, HUMMING REFRAIN AS MEM- 
BERS OF THE AUDIENCE PASS UP 
HUGE BUNCHES OF FLOWERS. 
SPEAKS THROUGH TEARS:) 

Thank you. Thank you all so much. 
Rick Veitch takes over this book next 
issue, and | genuinely can’t think of a 
writer/artist throughout the industry 
that I'd rather have do it. If you've seen 
his stunning work on The One for Epic or 
have only been exposed to his ex- 
emplary efforts as artist here, then I'm 
sure you're going to be knocked out by 
the stuff he has planned for SWAMP 
THING. Give him a big hand. 

Again, thank you all so much. | love 
you all, and please drive safely. 

(MUSIC SWELLS TO FINALE. 
CHORUS GIRLS AND RAGAMUFFIN 
CHOIR JOIN IN AS BALLOONS ARE 
RELEASED FROM CEILING OF AUDI- 
TORIUM AND CURTAINS BEGINS TO 
FALL:) 

But more...much more than this...! 
did it MYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYY WAAAA- 
AAAAAAAAAAAAAAY! 

Thank you. Thank you. Goodnight. 
Thank you.... 

(CURTAIN.) 
ALAN MOORE 
A World of his own, 1987. 
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